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| Even as our beloved Brother Paul alſo, according to 


the Wiſdom given unto him, bath written unte 
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N things ; in s which are ſome things hard to be un- by 

derſtood, which they that are unlearned and un- 4 

þ fable wreſt, As they do alſo the other Scriptures, 54S 
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A Pamphlet Addreſs'd to May DrummonD, © "im 
Entituled, 4 DISER TATION, &c. | 


O examine this Libel diſtinctly, I ſhall re- 
duce it under theſe four following Heads, 


I. This Libeller's Jia and Awkward Aaareſs 


zo May Drummond, 8 
II. His unehriſtian and diſſengenious Treatment oj te i 
q Robert Barclay, "ot 
III. His Arguments againſi Womens Preaching 1 
cenſidered and refuted, | 1 


IV. His im moderate Opinion of himſelf rebuked, 


To avoid Prolixity, and ſwelling this to too 
large a Bulk, I have declined inſerting many Ml 
Quotations from him, but my Reader who has OK 
his Pamphlet by him, may fee it anſwered as he 
proceeds, 

A2 Einer, | 
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FIRST, He begins with a ſort of a Contradiction, 
by telling M. D. That as a Quaker, ſhe ought 


to be averſe to what they call Titles of Honour; 
but as a Perſon of Diſtinction he gives it her, en- 
deavouring to diſtinguiſh between her Quakeriſm 
and Qualit); as if Beth did not conſtitute the ſame 
Numerical Perſon, M. D. the Quaker 
He hath alſo taken ſome Pains to criticize on 
the common Tranſlation of John's Epiſtle to the 
Elect Lady ; and that being informed M. D. is a 
learned Woman, ſhe cannot be ignorant that the 
Word he makes uſe of, may equally ſignifie Lady 
and Madam, | 
. But ſuppoſe I tell him it ſignifies neither, but 
Elect Church, or Congregation ; if he will not be- 
lieve me, he may conſult Doctor Hammond, one 
of the ableſt .Divines (as he calls him) of the 
Church of Englaud; who ſays, in ſo many plain 
Words, in his Comment on that Text; And the 
Words will be beſt rendered, Tak Elect 
CHURCH, OR, CONGREGATION. 


He is next amazed to ſeea Perſon of A. D's 
Senfe, ſpeak Thee and Thou, inſtead of Jou, to a 
ſingle Perſon, tho' he owns Jou a kind of Solecifne 


again 


— 


— 


* Vide, Dr. Hammond's Conſtuftion of ibe Wards 
Kupiz Grek, Curia, Latin, which fegnifies the 
ſame thing that Euuſtcid and Eccleſia doth, 
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is always joined to Verbs which are Plural, as 


< 


CY 3 


y againſt the exact Rules of Grammer : Bnt wou'd 


not any. Perſon of common Senſe, who is ac- 
quainted with A. D. be really amazed, to find 
her exact a Word of more Reſpect to her than 
Thou, which ſhe gives to Almighty God in her 


Addreſſes to him: I have now before me our 


Friend Daniel Phillips's Vindice Veritatis againſt 


Stilling fleet, wherein this Matter is accurately 
handled, and ſhall defire my 'S to peruſe 


this Abſtract out of it. 


What Error is there in calling a Language | 


* pure, which is ſpoken according to the exact 
Rules of Grammar? Or plain, which hath 
none of the Ornament of Polite Learning in it? 
If to ſay Thee and Thou, had been an Error, 
certainly God would never have uſed that From 
of Speech to Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moſes, or 
to his Prophets, nor they to him, Neither can 
it be imagined, that Jeſus Chriſt, his Apoſtles 
or Miniſters, in the pureſt times of Chriſtianity 
would have left in Writings ſuch Modes of 
Speech, if they were Erroneous. 
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Page 15. If we conſider all the Verbs that are 
© annexed to Tow, we ſhall find them of the Plu- 
* ral Number, If any will fay that Tow, when it 
is ſpoken to one, is of the Singuler Number, tho? 
© the Verb may be Plural, this will be to make 
* all Men guilty of falſe Syntax. But if To 
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ber to Now, and by conſidering the harſhneſs of 


18 Sly prov'd, then John's Affirmation to the ; 
contrary, is not to be much regarded. Le me, 
for once, join Verbs of the ſingular Num- 


© ſuch Phraſes, as, How doſt You do? Wilt You % 1 


Y go? You ſpeakeft good Engliſh. 


Pag. 17. © Norare they our Friends only, that 


have been concerned to write againſt this Cor- 
Fapnguage, For Luther, in his Plays, | 
aying, Magiſter vos es iratus ; Maſ- * 


ruption 6 
t a "ur 


ridicules 
ter, you art angry. Eraſinus, in his Book De 
* Conſcribendis Epiſtolis, calls it, Conſuetudo in- 
© fſalhlſima, a moſt ſilly Cuſtom ; and ſufficiently 
© reprovesit, And James Howel, in his Epiſtle 
* before his Engliſh and French Dictionary, tells 
© his Reader the way how this abuſe 1a Numbers 


c was at firſt introduced, and there affirms ; That : 


both in France and other Nations, the word (Thou) 
was uſed in ſpeaking to one ; but by ſucceſs of time, 


when the Roman Commonwealth grew into an Em- 


pire, the Courtiers began to enagnifie the Emperor, 


(as being furniſhed with Power to confer Dignities 
and Offices) uſing the word (You) yea, and Deifying 
him with more remarkable Titles: Concernin 

which matter, we read in the Epiſtles of Symmachus 
to the Emperors Theodoſius and Valentinianus, 


where be uſeth theſe Forms of ſpeaking ; Veſtra 
ZEternitas, Dur Eternity; Veſtrum Numen, Pur 
Gadbead; Veſtra Serenitas, ur Serenity ; VMra 

Clementia, Tour Clemeney. So thas the Word 
ET (You) 


he (7) 
xe, Vou) in the Plaral Number, together with other 
Titles and Compellations of Honour, ſcem to have 
alben their riſe from Monarchical Government, 
S»hich afterwards by degrees came to be derived to 
Private Perſons, ©* By this it is apparent, that 
Court - Paraſites ( who were ſubject to Dei 
at their Princes) were the firſt Introducers of this 
Stile. Of what advantage then an Apology for 
„ F the Voſſators, or Towers, will be tothe Chriſtian 
Religion, I leave the Unbyaſſed to determine. 
e 


Z If he or my Reader wants further Information, 
„I refer them to our Friend William Penn's, No 
> RCroſs No Crown, where this Argument is more 

Famply diſcuſſed. 


His next Obſervation on A. D.'s Action in 
reaching is a little ſoftened, yet in the Tail there 
lies a Latet Anguis, where he makes her deſcend - 
from her uſual good Senſe to ſpeake fedious Now- 
ne to the Quabers, whom he is plaſed to ſtile, 
Fond of ſuch Chaos, &c. But, had this Libeller 
known or heard of our Principles, he might have 
ſpared this; we have rejected not only all Buffoor: 
Preachers of all Sorts, but even the moſt celebrated 
Jand learned Preachers of every Sect, who ſpeak 
not from the immediate Revelation of CHRIST 
| Jr's Us, We know that no Man made Miniſtey 

whatever, is capable of begettings Souls to God, 

but thoſe who are cleanſed and ſanctified by 

his Holy Spirit, and to whom the Word Recos- 


ciliatian 


© Ro. . 7 
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ciliation is committed, and this Miniſtry fitted 
and formed by Go 0's own Spirit and Power, 
can only beget * into the Life of Righte- 
ouſneſs. I thank thee oh Father, Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe things from 
the wiſe and prudent, and halt revealed them to 
Babes, Even fo Father, for it ſeemed good in thy 
ſight, Matt. Chap. xi. Ver, 25. 26. And as 
in our Bleſſed Lord's and the Apoſtle's Days. 
Not many Wiſe Men after the Fleſh, not many 
Mighty, not many Noble, 1 Cor, i. 26, were 
called, and ſent forth into the Miniſtry, ſo in 
this latter Age we have thoroughly experienced, 
that 2 — 3 — ö oo vn 
and Advantages of Achademical_ Education, have 
been furniſhed with Power from on High, and 
made Inſtruments Æ the Hand of God, To turn 
People from Darkneſs fo Light, and from Satan's 
Power, to the Power of God, Acts xxvi. 18, and 
that many more have been the Seals of their Mi- 
niſtry, than of thoſe who have been more Elo- 
quent and Learned amongſt us, 

And this is what this Man ſo wretchedly miſ- 
takes, by aſcribing that to Men, which ought 
only to be aſcribed to the all-wiſe GOD, who 
makes uſe of what Inſtruments he pleaſes to de- 
clare his wonderful Works to the Children of Men, 
And our Bleſſed Lord tells his Diſciples, To rake 
uo thought, how or what they ſhall ſpeak when called 
before Powers and Kings, for it ſhall be given to 


them in the [ame Hour; and has further this 


Nora 


14 
Meta Bene on it, For it is not you that ſpeak. but 
the Spirit of your Father which ſpeaketh in you, 
Matt. x, 20. If then in Caſes of leſs impor- 
tance than immediately ſpeaking ſrom God, in the 
exerciſe of inſtructing the Souls of People, God's 
Spirit is promiſed ; what Man or Men can ſet 
ſuch Bounds and Limits to it as to deny imme- 
diate and internal Revelation in his Church, that 
4s he was graciouſly pleaſed to ſay, He Would be 
. with to the end of the Morld. | | 
7 He next finds fault with A. D. for not Pray- 
— ing for the King in her publick Prayers to God, 
and his Royal Family; But where is his Charityꝭ 
, Where his Candor? He who 2 never heard 
$ her Pray fix times in his Life; does that con- 
e clude ſhe never did, or continues to do ſo? I 
can tell him, I have often heard the King àndt his 
; Royal Family pray'd for in our Meetings, That 
God would eſtabliſh his Throne in Peace, that he 
| might Rule in the Fear of God, and be 4 Terror 
to Evil Doers, and a Praiſe to them that do well, 
and that God would pour out his Spirit upon them, 
and be a Spirit of iu them that ſat in Copn=. 
24, and a Spirit of Twudgement.to thoſe who ſat in 
_ Fuagement, that all ws things might redound to 
75 Glory, And laſtly, They have often prayed 
for Men of all Conditions under the King, even to 
the Beggar on the Dunghil ; being perſuaded 
that as Chriſt ſhed his moſt precious Blood for 
ul Men, he would have all Souls to be ſaved and 
B come 
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come to the Knowledge of the Truth, and that 
he is no reſpecter of Perſons. $ 
The next thing that occurs is, what he ſays his 
Chriſtian Charity obliges him (tho' he has ſhewu 
little of it yet; and will be found more wanting 
of it in the Sequel) to Query of M. D. whether 
her Zeal and Fervency proceeds from her Love 
to God, or from the Praiſes of Men, &c. 1 
would ask him this Queſtion, Whether that Cen- 
ſure is not too nimble for his Charity? For can 
any Man ſuppoſe A. D. a Perfon of Diſtinction 
and Senſe, as he owns her; would ſubject herſelf 
to the Laſhes of every invidious Perſon, (as to be 
ſure ſhe muſt expect ſome ſuch in thoſe nume- 
rous Auditories ſhe has had ;) nay, more expoſe 
7 herſelf to Heats and Colds, the common incle- 
menkes and dangers of the Weather, both by Land 
Ind Sea, when ſhe has ſufficient of her own Pa- 
trimony to live eaſy and undiſturbed at home, 
was ſhe not perſw/aded that it is her indiſpenſible 
Duty to Preach the Goſpel ; and as ſhe has found 
the way to Peace with God, to perſwade others | 
to the hke Tryal and Search, that their Faith } 
might not ſtand barely in Notion and Opinion, 
100 but attain that txue and living Faith which God 
[ \ is alone only the Aur}BAbf, and purifies the Con- 
_ | ſcience from dead Works, to ſerve him in newneſs 
of Life, which overcomes the World, but is not 
overcome by 1t, | i 
II. I am now to vindicate our Friend Ro RT 
BakCLAY, againſt the foul invectives, caſt * | 
this 
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this Libeller on him: One might reaſonably ex- 


pect (frem the pompous Name of Traveller he 


gives himſelf in his Frontiſpiece) good Manners, 
Decency, and a Gentleman-like Behaviour from 
him; but he is a _gNat_Stranger to them All; as 
appears by his Billinſgate Rhetorick, Lyer, Deceit- 
ful, Shifting, Tricking, and ſhameful Shuffling, 
are ſome ot the modeſteſt Terms this Libeller has 
beſtowed upon him ; but as this alludes to the 
Controverſy between them, about the Expoſition 
of the Apoſtle Paul's Senſe in relation to Women's 
Preaching, it of courſe belongs to the next Head, 
where it is properly conſidered; and I hope my 
Reader will plainly ſce who has ſtretehed and 
mangled the Apfles Meaning; and, who of the 
o hath ſuſtiy⸗ deſerved thoſe harſh 72 and 
whether they may not juſtly be inverted on my An- 


tagonift 


But before I quit this, I think it neceſſary ta 
take Notice of two Inſinuations of his againſt 
R. B. The firſt is of an extraordinary Nature, 
in his Page 14. ſpeaking of K. B. he hath theſe 
Words, Whether it was his own Spirit, or the 
Spirit of 4 certain Court, that ſet him at Mork, 
in order to create new Diviſions among the Engliſh, 
as it is moſt commonly believed, 

But, ho art Thon? Have I not as much 
Reaſon to think this Libeller a Jeſuit, or at leaſt 
one in Maſquerade, * ſo maliciouſly traduces 

2 4 


. 


a Proteſtant Writer, in great Eſteem with many 


learned Perſons of the Eſtabliſhed Church, and 


whoſe Apology ſeveral of their Divines ( as he 
Phraſeth them) have mentioned with Reſpect and 
Honour: But ſure the Man is at a loſs when he 
ſays, As it is moſt commanly” believed; if this be 
true, he. had room enough to produce many in- 
ſtances out of Authors of Reputation, to juſtiſy 
this Opinion, and as he ſeems to have had a ſuf- 
ficient inclination to have done it, I ſhall infer 
from bis not doing it, That he could not do it; 
and he muſt not be angry when I tell him, that 


R. B's plain Dedication to King Charles the 2 d, | 
is ſo far from being imitated by the Dependents on | 


Power, and thoſe who court Fapyur, that I have 
met with but one in Mode Tory, who has 
his Copyed after him. 2 8 
That K. B. was quite the reverſe of this Cha- 
rater, his inceſſant Writing, Preaching, Travel- 
ling, and ſuffering for the Truth he ras Show and 
eſpouſed, do abundantly evince, - 
* His Second infinuation is, that if this Libeller 
has (as he ſays in Page zo) confuted this Page of 


R. B's Apology, What would an Engliſh Divine 


do, if he would take upon him to confute the whole ? 
Yes, an Engliſb Divine, ſo called, has attempted 
it ; and John Brown, a Presbyterrian Teacher allo, 
which laſt was Replyed to by R. B. himſelf, in 
Vindication of his Apology ky thoſe Anſwers 
(if they deferve the Name of ſuch) no more hurt 
R, B. than che Moon is injured by thoſe 8 
p Avg | who 


(13) 
who Bark at her; and I would have him know, 
that our worthy Friend Robert Barclay's Learn- 
ing, Honeſty, Good Senſe, and Chriſtian Spirit, are 
an over-Match for him, or any ſuch Scribblerp to 
attempt, much leſs confute, © | OD 


III. I mentioned our Friend Daniel Philips be- 


I fore, and as he had a more formidable Enemy to 


Anſwer upon this ſame Argument, I find it ſo 
well done to my Hand, that I ſhall only tranſ- 
cribe it. | 3 


We are ſatisfied, both from Scripture and 


* Ancient Records, that Womens Preachings are 


no Novelties in the Churches of Chriſt ; and 
for them, who were Deaconneſſes, to have Meet- 
ings.for the more advantageous ſupplying the 
Neecſſities of the Poor, &c. under their Care, 
we think it was no ways improbable nor un- 
neceſſary ; neither do we believe, that there 
is any Apoſtolical Injunction againſt ALL Womens 
Preachers whatſoever, as my Opponent dogma- 
tically aſſerts, The Texts of Scripture, cited 
by him, do not prove, there is a poſitiye 
Command againſt all Vomens Preaching : I ſhall 
confider them firſt as quoted by him, then 
ſhew how the principal terms in theſe places 
might be otherwiſe tranſlated, than they are in 
The Premiſes, from whence this Concluſion 
is deduced, are contained ia the Apoſtle's 


Words 
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words to the Corinthians, where he ſays, Let 
" Your Wor keep Silence in the Churches, for it 
© is not —_— unto them to ſpeak,; I ſhall take 
leave to obſerve, that Paul doth not in this 
place ſay, Let ALL Women; but only, Let 
Your Women keep Silence in the Churches, Some 
may query Why ſhould the Woman there be 
prohibited from ſpeaking in their ChurChes more 
than thoſe that dwelt in other places? My 
anſwer is, Becauſe there were ſome Incon- 
fiderate and Talkative Women, who by their 
unprofitable Queſtions, diſturbed the Churches 
of the Corinthians, We likewiſe deſire, that 
ſuch Women may keep Silence in our Meet- 
ings, Who are for propoſing their Queries, as 
theſe did, to be Anſwered; the Apoſtle or- 
ders, that theſe ſhould not be of the number 
of the Interlocutors, eier by telling their 
own Thoughts, or asking thoſe of others; 
but that they ſhould do this at home, and 
even there ſhould not authoritatively take on 
them to teach their Husbands: Hence I con- 
clude, that this Text doth not affect our 
* Women, who are not in their Practices, Tf 
© any are of different Sentiments, let them con- 
* ſider the Pronoun Tour reſtricts this Paſſage 
© to the Women of Corinth; ſo not of an uni- 
* verſal oy nc 3 F 

© The Apoſtles might have more cauſe to 
hay this Iaſunction — the Citizens of Co- 
* rinth than on thoſe of other places: For 
Fe © theſe 
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* theſe (if Ancient Hiſtories are true) were 

* zealous Worſhippers of the Heathen God- 
Let i © deſs Venus; this Woman was by them ac- 
it counted the Goddeſs of Love, and worſhipped 
ake WW © with a great deal of Lewdneſs and Obſce- 
his © nity : Hence her Adorers became the moſt 
Let © Impudent Creatures in all Greeee, Theſe 
me i © Women having habituated themſelves to all 
be manner of Lewdneſs from their Infancy ; is it 
re then any wonder, if ſome of them, after 
ly they had embraced the Chriſtian Faith, ſhould 
Ne be more forward in Speech, than others, 
1r that had been more modeſtly educated ? 
es If this is true, doubtleſs theſe needed ſuch 
at © an Inhibition, more than their Neighbours, 
t- © That they were ſuch, as I have repreſented 
15 * them, Baronius teſtifies, Inter Grecos, faith 
N he, Corinthia femine patria lege atquæ conſue- 
r © tudine Cultui Veneris erant addictiſſimæ & pro- 
r © inde omnium impudiciſſimæ, Quippe que pietatem 
5 * putarent ſua Corpora proftituere : < ** Amongſt 
1 * the Grecians, the Women of Corinth, by the 
1 „ Law and Cuſtom of their Country, were 
© the moſt addicted to the Worſhip of Venus: 
| * Hence it was, that they came to be 


« the moſt Impudent of them all; for they 


e did think it a Religious Duty to proſtitute 
* their Bodies, 


© Probably on theſe Motives it was, that 


Paul, in his Epiſtle to them, ſaid, Let Your 


* Women keep Silence inthe Church, 


« As 
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As to the following words of the Verſe, viz, 
For it is not permitted unto them to ſpeak there, 
© The Women here prohibited to ſpeak in the 
* Church, were ſuch as he was then Deciphering 
* who by their Queries wanted to be infirukted 
in the Doctrines, &c, of Chriſtianity ; the 
* Apoſtle orders theſe, that if they would learn 
any thing, they ſhould ask their Avò pas Hus- 
* bands, at home, and not trouble the- Churches 
* of Chriſt with ſuch ſort of Interrogatories, 


_ © whach might more ſeaſonably be an{wered in 


their own Houſes, 

* Note, This Apaſtolical InjunRion is only 
levelled againſt thole Women, that were 
Learners, and not againſt thoſe that were 
Commiſſionated by their Saviour to deliver 
a Meſſage to his People: Tis not the Cauſe 
of the firſt; but of rhe latter, that Tadvo- 
cate. 
© Iris probable, that many from the Apoſtle's 
words now under conſideration, viz, It is not 
permitted wnto them To SPEAK ; and from what 
he faith in the following Verſe, viz, Its 
ſhame for Wemen to ſpeakin the Church ; con- 
clude, that ALL Women, however Com- 
miſſionated, are, by vertue of theſe Sentences, in- 
joyned to obſerve a perpetual Silence in the 
Church; and that the term ſpeak is to be taken 
here in a reſtricted ſenſe ; and chi ſeems to be my 


0 


Opponent's opinion: If 'tis, I then ſay, The 


* Church of En land, whereof he is a Mini- 
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© ſter, are as guilty of the Breach of this 


* Goſpel Precept, if tis one, as the Quakers, if 


* not mort: Firſt, By their Marrying in their 
* Churches, at which time the Woman is oblig- 
* ed to ſpeak a great many Sentences; 24h, By 
* their Baptizing in their Churches, where the 
© Ged-mother, ſo called; is neceſſitated to ſpeak. 
zah, In their Carechizing,” 4, In their Sing- 
* ings. Fhiy, In their ſaying of their Common- 
Prayers, &c. Do not the Women at fuck times, 
© ſpeak as well as the Men? If ſo; we are apt to 
* think, that thoſe (who are as capable, as they 
* ſuppoſe us) are not proper Perſons to repre- 
hend us, for acting ſuch things as they injoin 
their Followers to doo 
© If any Man take the liberty to ſay, that the 
* word: Speak, in theſe Texts, is to be taken in 
* a. laxſenſe; and that tha forming of all Articu- 
© late Sounds by Motion, is not thereby abſo- 
* lutely prohibited ; but only Teaching or Preach- 
ing: Let ſuch know, that we do not eſteem 
* Aſſertions, without good Proof in this Caſe, 
* of any Validity; therefore ſhall not account 
them worth our Notice, unleſs they are ac- 


A 


* companied with Probable Reaſons of Convits | 


my 


* cing Arguments. 5 a 

* The words cited by out of Timothy, Let 
* the: Women. learn in ſilence, with all ſubjecti- 
en. We deſire, that not our Women only, but 
our Men alſo, may learn in ſilence, and be obe- 
dient and ſubject to their Iaſtructors: 

2 0 "© 
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* 


618) 
this Semence reſpects Leurners, and not Teach. 
ers how it oppugns Women's Preachings, I do 
tot percetve; nor the following Verſe; which 
ie, fuer not a Women to teach, nor tu uſurp Au- 
*. 7:artry ever the MI A &, but to be in ſilence: 
Aan here, is to be conſidered as a Synonymous 
©, Term with Husband, and is often ſo uſed in our, 
aad the Nutch Language; then the. Tranflation! 
* willrun thus, I ſuffer not:a Woman to teach nor 
to fourp Huthority over her Hus BAND. This 
is a Doctrine, that we have always approved of, 
never cduntenancing Women in aſſuming aj 
Po rxer to teach their Husbands, or in uſurping 
an Authority over them. From the Context, 
I conclude, that this Precept only reſpect: 
Women in a married State. The Apoſtle goes} 
on, and ſubjoyns ſome: Reaſons, why the W ife 
ſhould not aflume a Superiority over the Hus. 
band; but not one ſyllable againſt Women's} 
Preachings : The firſt reſpects his Creation, ,. 
For Adam, faith he, was formed, then Eve. 
The ſecond is deduced from her being firſt in 
the Franſgreſſion, Adam was not, ſays he, de- 
ceived, but the Woman, In fine, from the pre- 
cedent and ſubſequent Words of the Apoſtle 
Paul, from his Styings in other Places, and from 
his Inſtance of a Man and his Wife, I no ways 
heſitate to conclude, that this Text only re- 
ſpe ds a Woman, as ſhe is in a married State, 
and not as ſhe is a Member of a.Chriſtian Se- 
cie: y. — 52 ite 
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Having thus conſidered the fifft part of what 
was propoſed, I ſhall now proceed to the Se- 
cond, vis, To ſhew that ſome Terms in 1 
Cor. xiv. 34. and 1 Tim, ii. 12. will bear a 
Conſtruction different from that which is ge- 
nerally annexed to em: According to the 
uſual Interpretation of the Original Terms. 
they may be tranſlated thus, Let jour Tuvaines 
Wives heep ſilence in the Churches, for it is not 
permitted unto them d to ſpeak raſhly or. 
inconſiderately ; but they are commanded to be 
under Obedience, as alſo faith the-Law + And 
if they will learn any thing, let them ask their 
© Hujhands at home, for it is a thame:for Women 
„Ah to tattle in the Church. Let the Wo- 
man learn & j4oux@ in quietneſs, wich all ſub- 
jection. But. I tuffer not T'wy a Wiſe to teach, 
nor to uſurp Authority over her @v3pog Hus 
band, but to be e ycwgis in quietneſs. 
* This Paſſage to the Corinthians is thus inter- 
« preted by Miles Coverdale, in his Bible printed 
at Paris, Anno 1540. Let your Wives keep 
* filence in the Congregation ; for it ſhall not be per- 
* mitted unto them to ſpeab, but to be under Obe- 
dience, as the Law ſaith alſo :- But if they 


c 


. will 


learn any thing, let them ast their Husbands at 
* home ; for it becometh not Women to ſpeak in 
© the;Congregation, Wives being a Relative term 
* to Husbands, and Husbands following juſt at- 
ter, I- Conceive, it's more proper to traf{late 
Tuvdines here with Miles Coverdale, Wives, than 
ay077Ps ? C 3 


;."< 
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© to follow our common Verſion, Where it is 
* tranflated Nomen, LON, 


“To demonſtrate, that theſe Words will bear 
* the ſignification Which is here given them, I 
© I shall produce ſeveral Authorities. 

Aae faith Leigh in his Crit. Sacr. is vul- 


©, garly taken in the evil part, and ſignifieth, Te- 


©. mere. & - inconſiderate verba fundere, effutire, 
©. Scapmla in his Lexicon athrms, That this Verb 


Plerumque ponitur pro temere & inconfiderate | 
verba fundere. Henricus Stephanus, in his The- 
© ſanrus Lingue Grece, is of the ſame Opinion. 
© In this Senſe it is uſed by Flatarch, De Alcib. 


© AzAETV @pitog, auvararerot Meyer, Budens ſaith 
in his Lexicon, that x Sape in malam par- 
tem accipitur, ut fi temiere & inconſiderate citra- 
que delectum aliquem verba effutire. 

Ti is commonly in the New Teſtament 

T ranſhated Wife, as in Ma. i. 20. Titus i. 
. Revo b , N U. N . 1 2 

© 'Hovyin commonly ſignifies quietneſs; Dr. 
Hammond's Marginal Reading renders it fo 
* here; and it is ſo tranſlated in 2 Thefſ. ili. 12. 
© and the Eexicons give it the fame ſenſe, 

© *Av3pog the Genitive Caſe of 'Avypin” ſeveral 
* places of the New Teſtament, is rendered Hus 
© band, as in Rom. vii, 2. 1 Cor. vii. 39. and 


« xiv. 35. and Dr. Hammond's Marginal Read-| 


© ing has it ſo here, . IR 
© Theſe Authorities, T hope, will sxreen me 
from any juſt Cenſure of my Opponent, on 
07 2 © account 
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account of my tranſlating the words of the 
* Apoſtle to the Corinthians, and to Timothy, as 
b — done them; If ſo, it naturally folſo ws, 
* that theſe Texts of Scripture do not in the 
© leaſt affect ſuch Women, is are moved to preach 
* by Divine — oh but only ſuch Tatlers, 
* Propoſers of Queſtions, and Speakers, as have 
no ſpecial Aſflatus to Cominifſionate them in 
their Speakings, Preachings, or Propheſyings - 
We are Advocates for the firſt, but not for the 
© latter Set of Women. n 
After an Enervation of the Objections a- 
gainſt Women's Preachings, it may not be imper- 
tinent to conſider the Texts of Scripture, the 
Actions of ſome Women therein mentioned, 
and the Opinions of our Predeceſſors, that feem 
to countenance their Preacbings. | | 
From Paul's Directions concerning Womens 
Head. ureſſis when they were Praying or Pro- 
© pheſying, it may be rationally concluded; that 
© they were permitted to Pray and Propheſie ; for 
L had they been univerſally prohibited theſe Re- 
© ligious Acts, would the Apoſtle have given 
Directions how Women ſhould' demean them- 
* ſelves, when they were Praying or Prophiſying, 
© if they were not to be permitted to pray or 
« prophefie * But that ſuch Directions are given, 
© js undeniable from 1 Cor. xi, 5. where it is 
* ſaid, Every Woman that prayeth or propheſtet h 


© with her Head uncovered, difhonoureth her Head. 
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5 Hence we infer, that according to the Apoſtle's 


© Judgment 
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Judgment in this caſe, a Woman, who by a 
* divine Impulſe, prayeth or propheſieth in the 
Church, may be defended ; and conſequentially 
* ſpeak, becauſe Praying and Propheſying cannot 
be performed without ſpeaking, What it is to 
Pray, is obvious to moſt ; but what it is to 
Propheſie, in an Apoſtolical Senſe, is not ſo ap- 
4 Kaen Therefore I ſhall conciſely explain it 
here. The Greek word mpopyTev is variouſly 


© ſenſed, as, To fortel future Evcnts ; To declare 


* the Will of God to any, as Commiſſioned by him; 
© To expound or interpret the Scriptures, to the 
© Edification of the Church, as in 1 Cor, xiv. 1. 
* Deſire Spiritual Gifts, but rather that ye may pro- 
pheſie. Verſ. 3. He that propheſieth, ſpeaketh 
umo Men, to Edification, and Exhortation, and 


Comfort. And Verl. 4. He that propheſieth, 


* eaifteth the Church, In this ſenſe it is commonly 
© taken, in the Epiſtles. of Paul. Then I ſhall 
* tranſſacge. 1 Cor. xi. 5. thus, Every Woman 
© that prayeth, or expoundeth the Scriptures, with 
her Head uncovered, diſhonoureth her Head, 
And Praying and Expounding the Scriptures are 
very aptly joyned together; becauſe one of 
them, generally in Places of publick Worſhip, 
precedes the other. If any oppoſe this Interpre- 
tation, let them conſult Hammond, Leigh, Sca- 
* pula, &c. and they will find, theſe Authors 
© concur with me therein. NA 
Some may perhaps object, That if this is the 
genuine Senſe of. the Text, it is contradicted in 
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the 


623 
theꝰ ſame Epiſtle, 1 Cor, xiv, 34 35. where 
the Apoſtle ſaith, it is not permitted unto you to 
* ſpeak-—==[t is a ſhame for Women to ſpiak in 
* the Church, Fheſe may conſider, that the Ori- 
* ginal Word, which is tranſlared SPEAK, 
* often ſignifies, to ſpeak, inconſiderately, raſhly, im- 
* pertinently, 8c. So that without the appearance 
* ofa Contradiction, Women may be admitted to 
pray or to expound the Scriptures, when aſſiſted 
© thereto by the holy Spirit; yet oppoſed when 
they ſpeak inconſiderately, raſhly, or imperti- 


* nently, 

, We are not without Inſtances in the New Teſ> 
tament of Women that were Preachers; as the 
Woman of Samaria, by whoſe Preaching many 
of the Samaritans believed, John iv. 39. The 
Reſurrection of Chriſt was firſt preached by a 
Woman, John xx. 18. Pual had Women that 
laboured with him in the Goſpel, Phil, iv. 3. In 
the ſame Verſe, Clement is called his Fellow- 
Labourer . That this Man was 2 Preacher, 
and on that account called his Fellou-Labourer, 
I am inclined to believe, none will deny. Why 
the Women, which are ſaid to have Laboured 
with him in the Goſpel, were not alſo Preachers, 
he that can, let him give me a Reaſon for it. 
© Priſcilla, and her Husband, expounded unto A- 
© pollos the way of God more perfectiy, Acts xvii. 
© 26, Here is a Woman that taught à Man, and 
© was not reproved for it; but is greeted by Paul 
* with the term Fellow-helper in Chriſt Feſus, 
© Rom, xvi. 3. vl 
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As there were Women that preached, to 
5 there were ſome that propheſied, and fpake in 
© the Church, as Aung; of whom it is faid, 

© That ſhe was a Propheteſs, and qbode in the Tem- 

© ple, and ſpake of Chriſt to all them that looked 
Jer Redemption in Jeruſalem, Luke ii. 8. 
Here is a Woman that preached Chriſt, even in 

© the Temple, to all — that looked for Re- 
5 Aenprion in Feruſalem. Philip had four Daugh- 
© ters that did propheſe: Can it be ſuppoſed, 

* they did it without ſpeaking, or in a Corner 

: - by themſelves? Certainly no; but in ſome 
„ Publick Aſſemblies, where what they inſtru- 

- mentally delivered from God, might be the 
more publickly known, Huldah was a Prophe- 

© reſ5, and dwelt in a Colledge, 2 Kings xxii. 14. 

g Deborah was a Propheteſs, judged 1{racl, 
7 « Juds, iv. 4+ Miriam was a Propheteſs, and 
— ap to the Lord, with all the Women 

« ofa, for their Deliverance from the Egyp- 

© tians, Exod. xv. 20. From theſe Examples 
of God's Love to Females, it is undeniable, that 
* they have been favoured with the Gift of his 

* Spirit.in former times, and have ſpoken in the 
« Aſſemblies of his People: Why ſuch ſhould 


© be debarred now, when moved by an extra- 
obe 


« ordinjary Impulſe to declare the Words 
« Lord, to his Servants, he that hath any Ra- 
* tional rt to an . it, let him 
6 quake them. | 4 
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In the Days of the Apoſtles, and ſeveral Cen- 
© turies after, there were — in the 
Churches of Chriſt ; whereof Phæbe, mention- 
ed in Rom. xvi, 1. was one; of whom it is there 
ſaid by the Apoſtle, I commend unto you Phoebe 
our Siſter, Say diænovou which is a Deaconneſs of 
the Church whichis at Cenchrea: And ſhe has 
the ſame Title given her in the Poſtſcript of 


K - a * - 


© that Epiſile, Our common Verſion renders it 


* Servant in both places, but in the Original *ris 
* Deaconneſs ; as = one, that underſtands the 
* Greek Tongue, mult acknowledge, The Office 
t of A Deacon, ſaith Dr. Hammond, is to wait on 
* the Biſhop, te Preach, to read the Goſpel, to Aa- 
* miniſter to the Neceſſities of the Poor, &c. If this 
vas the Duty of a Deacon, as probably twas, 
* why not alſo of a Deacon? Seeing they both 
© have the ſame Name in te New .. may 
ve not probably conclude, their Offices were 
alike? That they did ſometimes Teach, is evi- 
© dent from William Caves words: * Sometimes 
* (faith he) the Decaonneſſes were employed in in- 
ſtructing the more Rude and Ignorant ſort of We- 
* men, inthe plain and eaſiePrinciples of Chriſtianity, 
* From this Man's Teſtimony, it is apparent, 
that Women did ſometimes teach, and conſequent- 
* ly ſpeak, If the Rector ſhall oppoſe the Dea- 
con neſſes having the _ Stations in the Church- 
es, 


* Prim, Chriſt. Part I. Chap 8, p. 157. Cl, Alex, Strom. 
l, 3. P. 448. 
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es, that the Deacons had: I ſhall deſire hin 1 
to demonſtrate, wherein the Office of a Dea 
conneſs differeth from that of a Deacon. Can it 
with any Shadow of a Reaſon, be ſuppoſed ſh P 
that there were any Officers in the Churches 
who were not permitted to ſpeak in them 
ſurely no: Then the ſeeming Prohobition 4 þ 
gainſt Women's ſpeaking, contain'd in 1 Cor, | 
xiv. 34, 35. is not to be taken in a ſtrict, but 

in a qualified Senſe. | 

After theſe Inſtances taken out of the Scrip- 
© tures, concerning Women that ſpoke in the 
Church, and in publick Aſſemblies, it may not be 
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impertinent to cite ſome Examples of Women, 

that were Inſtrumental for the Converſion of Na. 
tions, by preaching the Doctrine pd Chriſt] 
63:29 Infdeb, in the firſt Ages of C iſtianity, | 
About the Year 327, there was a Woman 2, 
Socrates Scholaſticus reports, * by whom the 
Iberians were converted to the Chriſtian Faith; 
after ſhe had converted the King and Queen, the 
King preached Chriſt to the Men, and the 
Queen preached him to the Women. 
© Baroziogs, in his ¶ Annals, taking notice of the 
© Converſion of the Iberians, relates it much after 
the ſame manner, and affirms, that Credunt viri 
per Regem, feminæ per Reginam : The Men were 
< inſtructed in the Chriftian Religion by the 
* King, and the Women by the Queen, 
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Lib. 1. Cap. 16. + Was not here a Womans Meet. 
ing. 5 Tom, iii. P. 375: „ 
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In the Year 372. ſays Baronius, * there was a 
Queen of the Saracens, called Mauvia, who 
preached Chriſt to her Subjects; his words 
are, Dum negat Romanus Imperator Fidem 
Catholicam, & confitentis illam ignominiis af- 
ficit direque perſequitur, profitetur eam & præ- 
dicat Regina Saracenorum, At a time, when the 
Roman Emperor denied the Catholick Faith, 
and diſcountenanced thoſe that profeſſed it, and 
violently perſecuted them, a Queen of the Sa- 
racens embraced and PREACHED it. 
© Tn the Year 499. faith the ſame Author, was 
* a H Queen of the Frans in Gallia, named Chro- 
"F< tildis (a Burgundian) by whom that Nation 
aas Converted : That ſhe was a Preacher ap- 
J*< pears from the words of Gregory Turomenſis, 
„ lib. ii. cap. 30. De giffis Francorum, and cited 
by Barenius; Regina non ceſſabat prædicare, &c. 
Fhe Queen ceaſed not to PREACH, c. This 
© and the two following Inſtances, were commu- 
© nicated to me by my Friend Richard Clarige, 

© In the Year 583. flouriſhed , /ngandis, 
the Queen of the Gorhs in Spain, by whom her 
© Husband and Subjects were Converted, as Ba- 
© roniws affirms, whoſe words are, Cæpit Ing undis 
© predicare Viro ſuo, &c. Ingundis began to 
che © PREACH to her Husband, &c. | 

fn the Year 591, fays|| Paulus Diaconns, l. iv. 

D 2 e. 2 


* Ann, Tom. iv, P. 345. + Tom. vi. P. 33t. 5 Tom 
vii, P, G00, 1 Tom, viii, 29, 
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* C. 2. (according to the Teſtimony of Baronin:) 
* hved Theodolinda, a Queen of Longobard; 
in Jah, by whoſe Preaching that Nation was 
* Converted ; his words are, Magnum a Deo per 
I heodolindam Reginam conſecutos eſſe beneficum, 
& Kegem ipſum, & ſub eo poſitos Longobardos: 
Both the King himſelf, and his Longobard- 
subjects, obtained a great Favour from God, 
* by the Preaching of Queen Theodolinda, name- 
ly, their Converſion to the Chriſtian Faith. 

* Here we have a Relation of the preaching of 
five Queens, ſignally owned in their Miniiry, 
* andrecorded for Example to their Sex in after- 
Ages, And if our Adverſaries ſhould object 
* againſt the Relator, Baronius, becauſe a Popiſh 
Cardinal, and one that hath ſtuffed his Annals 
* with many Falſe and Legendary Stories: I 
© think this is Anſwer ſufficient to the Objection, 
© That if he had endeavoured to impoſe upon us 
* here, he had but weakened the Roman Canſe 
thereby; that Church being as much. againſt 
* Womens Preaching, as the Church F. S. pro- 
feſſes himſelf to be a Miniſter of, 

Ia the 99th Canon of the Council of Nice, 
held 325, Women are reckoned amongſt the 
Clergy ; the words, as tranſlated, are, De Di- 
aconiſſis, & omnibus, qui in Clero cenſentur : 
Concerning Deaconneſſes, and all others who 
are accounted amongſt the Clergy 

© In the Fifteenth Cannon of the Council of 
Chalcedon (commonly called the Fourth Gene 
; | r 
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© ral Council) aſſembled Anno 451. is this Paſſege, 
© Aiaxoviooay py Kemoroveropu Yuvauun vp 8769 
© Tegorpaxovru; A Deaconnels is not to be Or- 
* dained, betore ſhe is Forty Years Old, 
* About this time, the Clergy degenerating 
from their former Simplicity, but increaſing in 
Power, Riches, and Worldly Grandeur: Hle 
was accounted Happy, who had a Friend at 
Court, whereby he might attain ſome Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Preferment, great Revenues, Titles 
and Honours being annexed to em, many were 
ambitious of obtaining them : Then the Men 
(exiling the Women) by degrees took the ſole 
© Goverment of the Church into their own Hands; 
and aſſembling together, made what Canons they 
* pleaſed for their Secular Advantage, &c, Then 
* were ſome publiſhed againſt the Ordination of 
Prieſteſſes, Deaconneſſes, & c. From theſe Syno- 
dical Prohibitions, we may reaſonably conclude 
that ſuch Practices were then in uſe: For had 
there been no ſuch Cuſtoms, doubtleſs the 
Councils would not have repeatedly prohibit- 
edit. But that they did ſo, is undeniable from 
the following Inſtances : 
The Eleventh Canon of the Council of Lao» 
dicea, held, about the Year 319, orders, T hat 
* Prieſteſſes ſhould not be ordained in the Church, 
Du Pin Eccl. Hiſtor. Vol. ii. p. 269. 

* TheFirſt Canon of the Council of Saragoſa, 
© aſſembled Anno 381, Forbids Women to meddle 
* with Teaching, and expounding Articles of Faith 
Du pin Eccl, Hiſtor. Vol. 2. p. 274. 
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In the 99th Canon of the Fourth Council of 
Carthage, held Amo 398. is this Sentence, 
| Mulier, quamvis docta & ſanita, viros in Con- 
ventu docere non preæſumas: A Woman, tho' 
ſhe may be learned and holy, ſhould not pre- 


ſume to teach the Men in an Aſſembly. 
The Twenty-ſixth Canon of the Council of 


Orange, aſſembled Anno 1 the Or- 


cone omnimodis non ordinande; ſiquæ jam ſunt, 
Benediftioni que populo impenditur capita ſub- 
mittant : Deaconneſles are not to be ordained 
for the future; but if there are any already 
Conſecrated, they are to receive the Bleſſing 
with the Laicks, 
The Twenty-firft Canon of the Council of 
Epaone, aſſembled Anno 517, Forbids the Con- 
© ſecration of Deaconneſſes, in theſe words, Vi- 
duarum conſecrationem, quas Diaconas Vocitant, 
ab omni regione noſtra penitus abrogamns: We do 
altogether pohibit the Conſecration of Widows, 
which are called Deaconneſſes, in all our Provinces, 
About this time, Women were alſo prohibited 
in certain places to come near the Altar, as is de- 
monſtrable from 44th Canon of Laodicean Coun- 
cil, where it is ſaid, "OT: s der yuvamag Ev 705 
bvh. E Ne Women ongbt not to come 
near the Altar, 
Gelaſius the Firſt, who was Pope of Rome, 
Anno 492. favours the like Sentiments, as 1s 
evident from his Ninth Epiſtle, directed to the 
© Biſhops 
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dination of eee ee Fords are, Dia- 
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© Biſhops of Lucania, Samnium. and Sicily ; 
* wheieI find the following Clauſe, Nihilo mi- 
nus i:;;patienter audivimus tantum divinarum re- 
© rum ſubiiſſe deſpectum, ut Femine ſacris Altari- 
bus miniſtrare ferantur: We have heard, 
« with a great deal of impatience, that the holy 
Myſteries have been ſo much lighted that Wo- 
« men have mirfſtreg at the ſacred Altars. 

In the Fifth Century, Women in molt places 
were denied all EccleſsRical Offices, and com- 
manded to be ſilent in the Churches; and fo 
it continued for ſeveral Centuries, even till the 
Ancient Faith began to bud forth again (after 
that great Night of Apoſtacy) amongſt the al- 
© denſes, who juſtified Womens Preachings, which 
© ſome Proteſtants, &c. their Succeſſors have alſo 
© done; as the enſuing Quotations will ſubitanti- 
© ally prove. | 

© Bernardus Abbas Fontis Calidi, who lived 
© about the Year 1180, writ his Eighth Chapter 
© againſt the Valdenſes, for their maintaining That 


11 


© Women might preach, Bibl. Patr, Tom- 4. 


© Þ. 1220, 

© Keinerins, a Papiſt, who flouriſhed about the 
© Year 1254. affirms, That it was the opinion of 
© the Waldenſes, that Omnis Laicus & etiam Femi- 
© na debeat pradicare : Any Layman or Woman 
might preach, Bibl. Patr, Tom. 13. p. 300. 

In the Vear 1428. there was one Joan White 
© (the Wife of William White a Martyr) who, 


according to the Teſtimony of John Fox, _ 
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(32) 
ed ber Husband's Doctrine; his words are, * 
Following her Husband' s footſteps, according to her 
power, reaching and ſowing abroad the ſame Doo- 
rrine, confirmed many in God's Truth ; where- 


fore ſhe ſuffered much Trouble and Puniſhment at 
the Hands of the Biſhop. 

© * William Tindal, that famous Martyr, in 
his Anſwer to Sir Thomas Moor, ſays, That 
Women may Baptixe, in caſe of need; yea, and 
Teach, and Rule their Husbands too, if they be 
befide themſelves : Tea, in another place he ſay- 


eth, || if Hiſtories be true, Women have PRE ACH= 


ED ſince the opening of the New Teſtament, 

© Luther (lays Ro. Barclay) affirmed, That it 
was wickedly done of them (Romith Clergy) to 
aſſume to themſelves only this Authority to Teach, 
and be Prieſts and Miniſters, &c. For, ſays he, 
Every good Chriſtian (not only Men, but even 
Women alſo) isa Preacher, 

© In Vetere Teſtamento (faith Grotius on 1 Cor. 
xi. 5.) Femine fuere TipopyTi3t5 Prophetiſſe) ut 
Maria, ſoror Mois, Exod. xv. 20, Debora, 


Jud. vi. 4. UOxor Eſaie, cap. viii. 3. Holda, 


2 Reg. xxii. 14. 1ta & in Novo, ut Filie Phi- 
lippi, Acts xxi. 9. & aliæ poſtea, Solebant au- 
tem tales etiam public? Prophetias ſacras expone- 
re, ut apparet dictis, Vet. Teſt. locis. Quare 
uod Paulus vetat Fæminas docendi munere 
"xe infra, xiv. 34. intelligendum illud cum 
© excptione 


* Book of Martyrs, Vol. J. P. 869. t p. 287. Pe 251 


(33) 
© exceptione, niſi ſpeciale Dei mandatum habe- 
” M0; 

In the Old Teſtament (faith Crotius on 1 
6“ Cor. xi. 5.) were Women who were Prophe- 
* teſles, as Mary the Siſter of Moſes, Exod. xv. 
“ 20, Deborah, Judg. iv. 4, The Wife of Ha- 
© jab, chap. viii. 3. Hulda, 2 Kings xxii. 14. 
« So alſo in the New Teſtament, as the Daugh- 
ee ters of Philip, Acts xxi, 1. and others alſo, 
« Theſe were wont publickly to expound the 
« holy Prophets, as appears from the fore-cited 
te places of the Old Teſtamenc, Wherefore Paul's 
« forbidding Women to exerciſe the Gift of Teach- 
« ing, beneath in xiv. 34. is to be underſtood 
« with an Exception, Unleſs they have a ſpecial 


c Command from God, 


« Eftins, a Papiſt, acknowledges in his Com- 
© mentaries on 1 Cor. xi. 5, that Women did ſome- 
© times ſpeak in publick Aſſemblies ? his words 
© are, Oſtendit hic locus Mulieres Prophetaſſe iu 
© Conventu publico : This place ſhews, that Wo- 
© men have prophiſied in the publick Aſſembly. 

© Pool in his Synop. Crit, (on the ſame Text, 
© fays) Nam ergo Mulieris permittit Apoſtolus in 
© Eccleſia docore contra mandatum, 1 Cor, xiv. 34. 
© reſp, intelligendum iliud cum exceptions niſi ſpeciale 
© Dei mandatum habeant Prophetarunt quandoque 
© AMulieres in Eccleſia primativa in Conventu pu- 
© blics, | 

© Pool, in his Annotations on 1 Cor, xiv, 34. he 
© is poſitive, that this Rule muſt be reſtrained to or- 
; E © dinary 


(34) 


© the Church, ſhe might ſpeak, Anna, who was a 
© Propheteſs in the Temple, gave T hawks to the Lord, 
© and ſpake of him to all them that looked for Re- 
© demption in Iſrael. And I cannot tell how Philip's 


© thepreſence of mam, Acts xxi. 9. 

The ſame Author affirms, in his Annotations 
on I Cor. xi. 5. That though the Woman, 1 Tim- 
« 11,12, be forbidden to Teach, and commanded to 
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« ordinary Women, and in ordinary Caſes ; not con- 
« Cerning, ſuch as propheſied, from anExtraordmnary 
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« Women Propheteſſes both in the Old and New 
' « Teſtament, &c, : 

J Alfter theſe Proofs, that Namens Preachings 
| are no Novelties, nor contrary. to any Text of 
d Scripture; I ſhall proceed to ſpeak a few words 
1 in favour of their Meetings by themſelves. That 
| . there were, in the firſt Centuries of Chriſtiani- 

23 g 5 5 Deaconneſſes in moſt. Churches, is undeni- 
"I able; their Buſineſs was, to take care of the 
* | ; Poor, &c. Doubtleſs theſe had their Meetings 
= : © (whether they, met lepracly by themſelves, or 
* promiſcuouſly., with the Men, I. am not poſt» 
tive) for the better ſupplying the Neceſhties 
Jof 'thoſe that were in want. Should I admit, 
that the Women, inthe firſt. Ages of Chriſti- 
© anity, had no Meetings diſtinct from the Mens, 


* 


Pen 
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* compained 


> 


* dinary Propheſyings : For certainly (faith he) if 


* the Spirit of Propheſy came upon a Woman in 
Daughters propheſied, if they did net ſpeak in 


be in Silence; yet that Text muſt be underſtood of 


Impulſe, or Motion, of the Spirit; Me read of 


© might not theſe promiſcuous Aſſemblies be ae- 


(35) 

* compained with ſeveral Inconveniences? To 

prevent theſe for the future, might they not a- 
gree to aſſemble in ſeparate places, where the 
* Men might have a greater liberty to ſpeak con- 
© cerning the Neceſſities and Infirmities of the 
* Men; and the Women, in like manner, might 
© diſcourſe more freely of the Neceſſities and In- 
* firmities of their Sex, and ſo provide for them ac- 
cordingly ? Many Alterations have been made 
in the Diſcipline of the Churches; and nothing 
hath been more common, than to adapt it to the 
Circumſtances of the people, that have been Con- 
verted ; and this hath been done, without an 
Imputation of Herefie, by many Chriſtians, 
who have been famous in their Generations; 
even by thoſe whom, I am ſatisfied, the Rector 
will not ſcruple to recognize as ſuch, nor affirm, 
that in ſo doing, They acted not according ro the 
Mind and Counſel of God, nor did it in the order- 
ing and leading of his Eternal Spirit, In treading 
in the ſteps el our Predeceſſors, are we more to 
© be blamed than they? May we not have Wo- 
© mens Meetings ſeparate from the Mens, for the 
© benefit of the poor, &c, without being ſcoffed 
© at? Has there not been, in former times, greater 
© Alterations in the Diſcipline of the Churches, 
* than this is? If there has not, prove it; if 
© there has, deſiſt for the future to Ridicule us on 
© this Score. That there were Deaconneſſes a- 
© mongſt the Chriſtians for ſeveral Centuries, is iN 


c undeniable, from what I have already ſaid, and 
© from the following Inſtance, D 
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LR. 
Du Pin, in the Second Volume of his Eccle- 
* fiaftical Hiſtory, affirms, p. 290. That in the 
Fourth Century, there were Deaconneſſes in al- 


* moſt all Churches. 


Before I cloſe this Diſcourſe, concerning 
Womens ſpeaking in the Church, permit me to 
propoſe a Query: Do you not grant, that a 
Woman hath been, 1s, or may be, the ſupream 
Head and Governour of your Church? If you 
do admit this, as poſſible, then give me your 
Sentiments, whether the Head of any Society, 
when they are aſſembled together, may not be 
permitted to ſpeak in that Aſſembly, when 
ſome of its Members are tolerated ? Ts it rea- 
ſonable that the Governor ſhould be prohibited 
the liberty of Speech, when the Governed are 
permitted to ſpeak ? Ts it juſt that the Supe- 
riours ſhould be denied thoſe Privileges, which 
their Inferiours enjoy? Such like Tenets are, 
in my Opinion, inconſiſtent; if he can, let 
t him reconcile them. 


' 
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Two other Inſtances may. be added, if the 
Reader pleaſes to conſult Wilſon in his Chriſtian 
Dictionary, on the Word | PREAcninG | woo 
explains Propbeſying in 1 Cor, XIV. 3. "7 Preach- 


ing. And Grotius on this Place of Philips's 
Daughters Propheſying, ſays, Vide hic impletum 


1d quod habuimus ſupra, i. e. See that here which 
we had fulfilled above in Acts ii. 18. which re- 
lates to the Prophecy of Joel, and the pouring 
8 f | fort 


(37) . 
forth of the Holy Spirit, according thereunto on 
(not only the Apoſtles) but all the Believers then 
aſſembled at Feruſalem, and waiting for it, the 
Effect of which then was (not predicting future, 
but predicating preſent, not foretelling things to 
come) but ſpeaking or preaching the Wonderful 


\ Works of God. Verſ. 11. 


From ſo many Teſtimonies I hope my impartial 
Reader will be ſatisfied, that the Apoſtle Paul's 
intention is manifeſtly wreſted by my Antagoniſt, 
and that his Fxpoſſtice 18 1 in the dark 


Clouds of Ignorance, notwithſtanding his Pre- 


tence to have made ſome Progreſs in che Language 


particular to the Holy Spirit; and to make this 
obvious to every Capacity, I ſhall make & few 


Remarks on it, f 
He begins with ſaying, Pag. 26. Tit very 
eaſy, I am ſure to decide what Paul means, 1 
ivr] xi. * Deciſion is, That the 3 
ad only the liberty of Praiſing and plorifyin 
God, 5. mh 4 Men erb Sith hen 
in Singing or Reading with Zeal and Attention, 
the Pſalms of David, or any other Spiritual Songs, 
and thus without doubt, did Propheſie all pious 
Women, in the Apoſtolick, Times, and thus alſo 
Propheſie, or may Propheſie all Women in all the 
Reformed Churches, &c. 
Here he has explained away the principal Part 
of walks, that of Prayer ; by retaining -only 
one Part of it. i. e. of ſinging the Praiſes of God, 


Have Women no Senſe, as Creatures; that they 
may | 


(38) 
may invoke Almighty God for his Aſſiſtance, and 
pour out the Diſtreſs of their Souls before him, who | 
alone can help them? See Hannah's Caſe, 1 Sam. 
X. II. 12, &c, And after the obtaining of her 
Prayer, ſhe then praiſed and magnified the good 
and gracious giver, in the Houſe of the Lord at 
Shiloh, Beſides the abundance of Scriptures 
which might be Quoted relating to this great 
Duty of Prayer, which the Almighty Lord, the 
God, of the Spirits of all Fleſh, requires from all 
his Creatures, both Male and Female ; fince he 
hath declared in theſe latter Days, He would 
pour out of his Spirit on all Fleſh, both Sons and 
Daughters, and they ſhould Propheſie, & c. Joel. 
Next he affirms, That ſinging of Pſalms with 
the Men, (adding, no doubt, to it) did Propheſie : 
all pious Women in the Apoſtles times, Where 1 
learn'd he this? Did thoſe firſt Fruits of Chri- 
ſtianity, who met to worſhip God in Spirit and . 


in Truth, ſing any Set Forms of Songs, or Da- 
vid's Pſalms; as he ſays the Eftabliſh'd Church 
does now? Does not this contradict the Apo- 
ſtle, who ſays, Tow may all Propheſie, one by one, 
and if any this be revealed to another, ſitting by, 
let the firſt hol his Peace, And were they not to 
wait for this Preparation of the Heart, both Mi- 
niſters and Hearers, and then thaſe that had Ears 
Were to hear, what the Spirit ſaid to the Church» 
es? Butthis Man has not mentioned any Pre- 
cept in Scripture, or Practice in the Apoſtli- 
cal Times, to warrant ſo bold a Aſſertion; alſo 
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(39) 
how unſuitable are the Conditions of ſeveral Peo- 
ple to the Pſalms they Sing, which may be con- 
ſtrued, amocking of Gov, rather than Prophe- 
ſying in his Church. Did not our Bleſſed Sevi- 
our ſay, Where two, or three, are gathered together 
in his Name, he mond be in the midſt of them 
And wou'd not five or fix ſo gathered together, 


even Women, be as much a Church or Congre- 


ation, as a larger Number? For what conſti- 
tuted a Church in thoſe Days, was the Divine 
Preſence that attended them: In ſhort, the Man 
ſeems utterly ignorant of the Nature of the Goſpel 


D iſpenſation, and the Influence of it on the Souls 


of Men. Had be known any thing of either, he 
cou'd: not ſo miſerably miſtake the Senſe of it. 

In his Page 28. he contradicts himſelf, in ſay- 
ing, That euern Reader may eaſily: ſee, that it is 
only to Men, Women ſbou d not ſpeal in the Church, 
Does not this ge leave for Women to ſpeak to 


Women in the Church, after he has made ſo ma- 
ny Idle Diſtinctions about it? And tho the Man 


treats the Quaxxxs in General as ſo many Viſi 
onaries, with regard to the Senſe of the Holy 
Scriptures, yet ſure he has ſhown himſelf an un- 


doubted One. 

In Page 29. his Simile about the two Houſes 
of Parliament Addreſſing the King by a Woman 
as their Speaker, is very injudicious ; ſceing he 


concludes with the Apoſtle Paul's ſaying to the 


Hebrews, vii. 7. That without all Contradittion” 


the leſs is Bleſſed. of the Butter. For, does he not 
know, has he not heard, that che two Houſes have 


. Addreſſed» 
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| with'd 1m a little more Modeſty ; and if I hada 


tho' bis indecent Lang nage, in feyeral Places, 
might juſtifie me in it: e 


9439 
Addreſſed Women, on their Speeches to them as 
Heads of the Conſtitution: If not, we can tell 
him of Queen Elixabeth, Queen, Aue, ad ſe- 
veral others. It's nesdleſs to enlarge more on this 
Subject, " 

IV. I now come to the Fourth: Andyrdeed 
the Opinion which this Liveller has all aiong 
ſhown of his own Performance, is ſo ſhameleſs, ſo 
very Poſitive and Boaſting, that I cou'd have 


mind to make Retortions, I couid. treat him in 
mother Manner; but Aſperity is not my choice, 


To conclude. I hope my Render is by this 
time ſatisfied, that his Arguments are tſo far from 
being Irrefragable, that they are and Incon- 


cluſtve. I have not Reproached him, about his 


Piction in many Places, ſince Jie hege an Al. 


lowance as a Stranger; and if hg his met with 
any Pertifogger (an odd Word) among us; he 
may be aſſured, there are not ſome wanting, who 
are capable of defending the Truth, profeſſed by 
us, againſt the Attacks of its Adverſaries. 
ENI S.. 
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